
St Gerard’s 
Catholic Parish  
Dandenong North

Dear Parishioners,

Well, the good news for the week is that our church is open every day, and it’s a small step towards getting 
back to normal. Following guidelines sent out from the Archdiocese, we opened the church on Wednesday 
morning, and have had Mass twice a day since then. The not so good news is that gatherings are restricted to 
10 people. That essentially means that we need to have someone monitoring the entrance to the church at all 
times to ensure that there are not too many people inside at the one time (and we are required to collect 
everyone’s contact details, which is not so bad because it will help build our database of parishioners). It also 
means that we have set up a booking system for Mass attendance. It’s certainly far from an ideal situation, but 
we are doing the best we can. To attend a Mass, it is essential that you book a place beforehand, either by 
using the Calendly link that has been sent in emails, or by contacting the parish office. Due to the large 
numbers in the parish, it is important that you only book once for the month of May.  
We continue to pray that this will get back to normal soon (or at least closer to normal), but please continue 
to be patient as we work through this time.

Church will be open: 11:30am - 5:30pm  
Mass: Twice daily. Subscribe to the email list, or contact the parish office for details.

God bless,  
Fr Dean

17th May, 2020

“I will not leave you orphans”  
John 14:18



SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 

Jesus will not leave us alone. He won’t make 
us children of God in Baptism only to leave 
us “orphans,” He assures us in today’s 
Gospel (see Romans 8:14–17).

He asks the Father to give us His Spirit, to 
dwell with us and keep us united in the life 
He shares with the Father.

We see the promised gift of His Spirit being 
conferred in today’s First Reading.

The scene from Acts apparently depicts a 
primitive Confirmation rite. Philip, one of the 
first deacons (see Acts 6:5), proclaims the 
Gospel in the non-Jewish city of Samaria. The 
Samaritans accept the Word of God (see 
Acts 17:11; 1 Thessalonians 2:13) and are 
baptized.

It remains for the Apostles to send their 
representatives, Peter and John, to pray and 
lay hands on the newly baptized—that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit. This is the 
origin of our sacrament of Confirmation 
(see Acts 19:5–6), by which the grace of 
Baptism is completed and believers are 
sealed with the Spirit promised by the Lord.

We remain in this grace so long as we love 
Christ and keep His commandments. And 
strengthened in the Spirit whom Jesus said 
would be our Advocate, we are called to 
bear witness to our salvation—to the 
tremendous deeds that God has done for us 
in the name of His Son.

In today’s Psalm, we celebrate our liberation. 
As He changed the sea into dry land to free 
the captive Israelites, Christ suffered that He 
might lead us to God, as we hear in today’s 
Epistle.

This is the reason for our hope—the hope 
that sustains us in the face of a world that 
cannot accept His truth, the hope that 
sustains us when we are maligned and 
defamed for His name’s sake.

Put to death in the flesh, He was brought to 
life in the Spirit, Paul tells us today. And as 
He himself promises: “Because I live, you will 
live.”

Scott Hahn

STAY CONNECTED 
 

WEBSITE
The best way to keep up to date with what’s 

happening around the parish is to visit:  
www.saintgerardparish.com 

There you can also subscribe to the email  
list for parish updates 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in  

the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.

Archbishop’s Message  
Here you will find the latest message from our Archbishop  

https://youtu.be/dghIC4plYRU

 
CHURCH OPEN 

11:30pm - 5:30pm 
(if you are able to volunteer one hour a week to monitor the 
entrance of the church and ensure it can remain open for 

these hours, please let us know)

MASS TIMES 
Please refer to details in the parish email, or 

contact the parish office during the week 

http://www.saintgerardparish.com
https://youtu.be/dghIC4plYRU
https://youtu.be/dghIC4plYRU
http://www.saintgerardparish.com


Please remember to pray for… 
Our sick: Neil Biggins, Peter Lister,,Giovanna 
McKercher,  Hercules Pillay, Kateri Byrnes, Victoria 
Briglia, William Issaeff, Karen Daniells, Myrline 
Hennequin, Annemarie Bonica, Joe Maranzo, 
Brian Edwards, Ninette Loos, Jim Powell  
The recently deceased: Frank Muleta, Ines Babo 
de Araujo, Pasquale Costanzo  
 

Anniversaries that occur at this time: Stanley 
& Sharlene Van Twest

READINGS  
6th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
First Reading - Acts 8:5-8,14-17
The people of Samaria accept the Gospel of Jesus 
proclaimed to them by Philip.

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 66:1-7,16,20
Sing praise to God, all the earth.

Second Reading - 1 Peter 3:15-18
Be ready to give explanation for your hope in 
Christ.

Gospel Reading
John 14:15-21
Jesus promises his disciples that he will send them 
another advocate, the Spirit of truth.

MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday 18th May

Bill & Betty Hill (Ann. of death) 

Tuesday 19th May 
Melanie Victoria Hayman (Birthday) 

Wednesday 20th May 
Birthday Thanksgiving 

Thursday 21st May 
Rosina Cardamone (Ann. of death) 

Friday 22nd May 
Sheila White (Ann. of death) 

Saturday 23rd May 
Doris Pereira (Anniversary of Death) 

 
“The 
name 
of Jesus,  
is in fact, 
the great  
foundation 
of the faith that  
turns people into 
children of God. The 
Catholic Faith indeed,  
consists in the news of  
Jesus Christ, as light of the 
soul, gate of life and foundation 
of eternal salvation.”  
 

St Bernadine of Siena

St Rita of Cascia  
 

Rita of Cascia (Born Margherita Lotti 1381 – 22 May 1457) 
was an Italian widow and Augustinian nun.

After Rita's husband died, she joined an Augustinian 
community of religious sisters, where she was known both for 
practicing mortification of the flesh and for the efficacy of her 

prayers. Various miracles are attributed to her intercession, 
and she is often portrayed with a bleeding wound on her 

forehead, which is understood to indicate a partial stigmata.

Pope Leo XIII canonised Rita on 24 May 1900. Her feast day is 
celebrated on 22nd May. At her canonisation ceremony she 
was bestowed the title of Patroness of Impossible Causes. In 

many places Rita came to be known as the patroness of 
abused wives and heartbroken women. Her incorrupt body 

remains in the Basilica of Santa Rita da Cascia.




