
WHAT IS  
HAPPENING 

ONLINE? 
 
 

- Daily Mass  
9:15am  

 

- Meet Our 
Parishioners  
(details soon) 

 

- Gospel Reflection 
groups  

(starting this week)

St Gerard’s  
Catholic Parish  
Dandenong North

Dear Parishioners,

Twenty years ago St John Paul II instituted the feast of Divine 
Mercy. Of the message of Divine Mercy, at the feast day the following year, 
he said, “This is the Easter gift that the Church receives from the risen 
Christ and offers to humanity.” Christ desperately wants us, and indeed 
the whole world, to be convinced of His unfathomable mercy, 
in a similar way Jesus seeks to convince Thomas that He is truly risen. We, 
like Thomas, having encountered Jesus are called to proclaim as he did, “My 
Lord and my God”.  

Although this real encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist is not 
available for so many in these days Christ continues to be with us, to guide 
us in all things. And the Sacrament of Confession continues to be available.  

Reflecting on the significance of the Sacraments in the life of the 
Church, I have been pondering the pros and cons of continuing to stream 
the Mass online. Pope Francis also recently reflected on “the danger of this 
moment we are living, this pandemic that has made all of us communicate, 
even in a religious sense, through the media, through means of 
communication.” He stressed that viewing online and only making ‘spiritual 
Communion’, as good as that is, “is not the Church”. With this in mind I 
have been considering other things we can do to foster our faith, 
especially as there are countless ways we can follow Mass online from 
various locations. For the coming days/week we’ll continue with daily Mass 
online, but will keep you posted about future plans.
 

God bless,  
Fr Dean

19th April, 2020

DIVINE 
MERCY 
SUNDAY



HIS MERCY ENDURES 

We are children of Jesus’ Resurrection from 
the dead. Through this wondrous sign of His 
great mercy, the Father of Jesus has given us 
new birth, as we hear in today’s Epistle.

Today’s First Reading sketches the “family 
life” of our first ancestors in the household 
of God (see 1 Peter 4:17). We see them 
doing what we still do—devoting themselves 
to the Apostles’ teaching, meeting daily to 
pray and celebrate “the breaking of the 
bread.”

The Apostles saw the Lord. He stood in 
their midst, showed them His hands and 
sides. They heard His blessing and received 
His commission—to extend the Father’s 
mercy to all peoples through the power and 
Spirit He conferred upon them.

We must walk by faith and not by sight, must 
believe and love what we have not seen (see 
2 Corinthians 5:7). Yet the invisible realities 
are made present for us through the 
devotions the Apostles handed on.

Notice the experience of the risen Lord in 
today’s Gospel is described in a way that 
evokes the Mass.

Both appearances take place on a Sunday. 
The Lord comes to be with His disciples. 
They rejoice, listen to His Word, receive the 
gift of His forgiveness and peace. He offers 
His wounded body to them in remembrance 
of His Passion. And they know and worship 
Him as their Lord and their God.

Thomas’ confession is a vow of faith in the 
new covenant. As promised long before, in 
the blood of Jesus we can now know the 
Lord as our God and be known as His 
people (see Hosea 2:20–25).

This confession is sung in the heavenly 
liturgy (see Revelation 4:11). And in every 
Mass on earth we renew our covenant and 
receive the blessings Jesus promised for 
those who have not seen but have believed.

In the Mass, God’s mercy endures forever, as 
we sing in today’s Psalm. This is the day the 
Lord has made—when the victory of Easter 
is again made wonderful in our eyes.  
 

Scott Hahn

STAY CONNECTED 
 

WEBSITE
The best way to keep up to date with what’s happening 

around the parish is to visit:  
www.saintgerardparish.com 

 
ONLINE PRAYER GROUP  

We will start online Gospel reflection groups this week, via Zoom. 
If you’d like to be involved please send an email.  

 
MASS ONLINE 

Daily Mass will continue this week, but we are considering 
whether that is the most beneficial thing to do going forward.  

EMAIL  
We will send regular emails in order to keep in touch.  

We are still trying to gather as many emails and phone numbers as 
possible. If you know of anyone who is not receiving any 

communication, please get in touch so that we can add people to 
the list.  
 

GENERAL GUIDELINES  
You can keep up to date with the general guidelines 

from the Archdiocese here:  
https://www.cam.org.au/Guidance-for-Parishes-COVID-19

What is an Act of Spiritual Communion?
Catholics have long been encouraged to partake in the practice of 
“spiritual communion” if they are unable to receive the Eucharist 

for a particular reason (for instance – being homebound). In 
making an Act of Spiritual Communion we ask the Lord to give us 
the graces that would come to us if we were able to receive Him 
sacramentally. Reciting the prayer written by St. Alphonsus Liguori 

below is simple and common way of making an Act of Spiritual 
Communion.

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in  

the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.

http://www.saintgerardparish.com
http://www.saintgerardparish.com
https://www.cam.org.au/Guidance-for-Parishes-COVID-19
https://www.cam.org.au/Guidance-for-Parishes-COVID-19


Please remember to pray for: 
Our sick:  
Neil Biggins, Peter Lister, Ines Araujo,Giovanna McKercher,  
Hercules Pillay, Kateri Byrnes, Victoria Briglia, William 
Issaeff, Karen Daniells, Myrline Hennequin, Annemarie 
Bonica, Joe Maranzo, Brian Edwards, Ninette Loos, Jim 
Powell

The recently deceased:  
Franco Muleta, William Shi, Jeff Keyaerts

READINGS - 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
First Reading - Acts 2:14a, 36-41
 

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  
 

Second Reading - 1 Peter 1:17-23  
 

Gospel - Luke 24:13-35

MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday 20th April  
Giovanni Cardamone (Anniv. of Death) 

Tuesday 21st April 
Bridget & Regis Perera (Anniv. Death) 

Wednesday 22nd April 
Eamon Flynn (Anniv. of Death) 

Thursday 23rd April 
William Hart (Anniv. of Death) 

Friday 24th April 
Vin Perera - Birthday Thanksgiving 

Saturday 25th April 
Regis & Bridget Perera (Anniv. of Death) 

 "Where,  
 if not in the  
 Divine Mercy,  
 can the world 
 find refuge 
 and the light 
 of hope?" 
 

   St John Paul the Great

Saint Anselm of Canterbury
Saint Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109) was 
an Italian  Benedictine monk, abbot, 
philosopher and theologian who held the 
office of Archbishop of Canterbury from 
1093 to 1109.  

As archbishop, he defended the 
church's interests in England amid the 
Investiture Controversy. For his resistance to 
the English kings William II and Henry I, he 
was exiled twice. While in exile, he helped 
guide the Greek bishops of southern Italy to 
adopt Roman rites at the Council of Bari. 

Much more than his role as a pastor 
in church-state conflicts, Saint Anselm’s most 
enduring legacy is as a philosopher and 
theologian.  Anselm’s famous definition of 
theology as “Faith seeking understanding” has 
guided centuries of Christian thinkers.

He was canonised in 1163 by Pope 
Alexander III.  




