
WHAT IS  
HAPPENING 

ONLINE? 
 

- Mass each Sunday, 
10:30am 

 

- Zoom morning tea  
Sunday 11:45am  

 

- Daily Mass  
9:15am  

 

- Meet Our 
Parishioners  
(details soon) 

 

- Gospel Reflection 
group (starting soon)

St Gerard’s  
Catholic Parish  
Dandenong North

Dear Parishioners,

I wish you all a very happy, holy Easter. Although this is very a very 
challenging time for many, we strive to celebrate the joy of Easter the 
best we can. We must hold on to the hope that the Risen Lord gives, 
especially in these days. As Pope Francis said in his Easter Vigil homily, 
“Over these weeks, we have kept repeating, “All will be well”, clinging 
to the beauty of our humanity and allowing words of encouragement 
to rise up from our hearts.  But as the days go by and fears grow, even 
the boldest hope can dissipate.  Jesus’ hope is different.  He plants in 
our hearts the conviction that God is able to make everything work 
unto good, because even from the grave he brings life.”

I want to thank those who helped with the Holy week liturgies at St 
Gerard’s amidst such unusual circumstances. Although the setting was 
so different we still have faith in our Lord who comes to us in an 
extraordinary way whenever the Mass is celebrated. We will continue 
to stream daily Mass at 9:15am Monday to Saturday. But with all of the 
streaming of Masses going on everywhere we might relook at the 
wisdom of that, i.e. whether it is an opportune time to encourage a 
‘coming together’ of the wider Church by following liturgies from the, 
while still fostering the connection with our local community in other 
ways. In these strange times we need to adapt and work out the best 
way to do things. I’ll be sure to keep everyone updated, and welcome 
any thoughts and suggestions about al things.
 
God bless,  
Fr Dean

12th April, 2020

CHRIST 
IS RISEN!



GOSPEL REFLECTION 

Jesus is nowhere visible. Yet today’s Gospel tells 
us that Peter and John “saw and believed.”

What did they see? Burial shrouds lying on the 
floor of an empty tomb. Maybe that convinced 
them that He hadn’t been carted off by grave 
robbers, who usually stole the expensive burial 
linens and left the corpses behind.

But notice the repetition of the word 
“tomb”—seven times in nine verses. They saw 
the empty tomb and they believed what He 
had promised: that God would raise Him on 
the third day.

Chosen to be His “witnesses,” today’s First 
Reading tells us, the Apostles were 
“commissioned . . . to preach . . . and testify” to 
all that they had seen—from His anointing with 
the Holy Spirit at the Jordan to the empty 
tomb.

More than their own experience, they were 
instructed in the mysteries of the divine 
economy, God’s saving plan—to know how “all 
the prophets bear witness” to Him (see Luke 
24:27,44).

Now they could “understand the Scripture,” 
could teach us what He had told them—that 
He was “the Stone which the builders 
rejected,” who, today’s Psalm prophesies, will 
be resurrected and
exalted. (see Luke 20:17; Matthew 21:42; Acts 
4:11).

We are the children of the apostolic witnesses. 
That is why we still gather early in the morning 
on the first day of every week to celebrate this 
feast of the empty tomb and give thanks for 
“Christ our life,” as today’s Epistle calls Him.

Baptized into His death and Resurrection, we 
live the heavenly life of the risen Christ, our 
lives “hidden with Christ in God.” We are now 
His witnesses, too. But we testify to things we 
cannot see but only believe; we seek in earthly 
things what is above.

We live in memory of the Apostles’ witness, 
like them eating and drinking with the risen 
Lord at the altar. And we wait in hope for what 
the Apostles told us would come—the day 
when we too “will appear with Him in glory.”  
 

Scott Hahn

STAY CONNECTED 
 

WEBSITE
The best way to keep up to date with what’s 

happening around the parish, please visit:  
www.saintgerardparish.com 

 
MASS ONLINE 

We will continue to stream Sunday Mass online, 10:30am.  
We hope to start filming daily Mass too as soon as possible. 

EMAIL  
We will send regular emails in order to keep in touch.  

We are still trying to gather as many emails and phone numbers 
as possible. If you know of anyone who is not receiving any 

communication, please get in touch so that we can add people to 
the list.  
 

ONLINE PRAYER GROUP  
We have plans to organise online gatherings for Gospel 

reflections etc. You can register your interest on the website and 
we’ll send you details.

GENERAL GUIDELINES  
You can keep up to date with the general guidelines 

from the Archdiocese here:  
https://www.cam.org.au/Guidance-for-Parishes-COVID-19

What is an Act of Spiritual Communion?
Catholics have long been encouraged to partake in the practice 

of “spiritual communion” if they are unable to receive the 
Eucharist for a particular reason (for instance – being 

homebound). In making an Act of Spiritual Communion we ask 
the Lord to give us the graces that would come to us if we were 
able to receive Him sacramentally. Reciting the prayer written by 

St. Alphonsus Liguori below is simple and common way of 
making an Act of Spiritual Communion.

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in  

the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

https://www.cam.org.au/Guidance-for-Parishes-COVID-19
http://www.saintgerardparish.com
https://www.cam.org.au/Guidance-for-Parishes-COVID-19
http://www.saintgerardparish.com


Please remember to pray for: 

Our sick:  
Neil Biggins, Peter Lister, Ines Araujo,Giovanna McKercher,  
Hercules Pillay, Kateri Byrnes, Victoria Briglia, William 
Issaeff, Karen Daniells, Myrline Hennequin, Annemarie 
Bonica, Joe Maranzo, Brian Edwards, Ninette Loos, Jim 
Powell

The recently deceased:  
Brigida Cardamone, Maria Jeronimo, Grazia Gangemi

READINGS - DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
 
First Reading - Acts 2:42-47
 

Responsorial Psalm - 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24  
 

Second Reading - 1 Peter 1:3-9  
 

Gospel - John 20:19-31

MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday 13 April 
Jean Claude, Nicole Roussetty  

Thanksgiving - 35th Wedding Anniversay  
Tuesday 14 April 
Colin Laurel Hill  

Wednesday 15 April 
Roger Dalta (RIP)

Thursday 16 April  
John Fitzgerald Blevins (Birthday 

remembrance) 

Friday 17 April 
Deceased members of the D’Silva family  

 

Saturday 18 April 
Elizabeth Gabriel  

 

Sunday 19 April  
Giovanni Cardomone (RIP)

Daily Mass

Monday - Saturday 9:15am  
Online from St Gerard’s, Dandenong North



  

AN EASTER CALLING TO US BY NAME 

Most Rev Peter A Comensoli
Archbishop of Melbourne

What a strange and unsettling storm we are living through! Our lives have become a see-saw between 
physical isolation and online overload. We come to this year’s Easter festivities having been tested in 
unprecedented ways. What might we draw from that first Easter that can sustain and renew us? Let me 
offer you the name of Mary of Magdala.

The first to see the resurrected Jesus at Easter dawn was Mary. She was the first to see him; the first to 
recognise him; the first to be named by him; and the first to be sent by him.  Mary rightly is the first apostle, 
the one called and sent to proclaim Jesus Christ, risen from the dead. Yet, all of this happened quietly, and 
away from the public gaze that had marked the suffering and death of the world’s Saviour. Jesus did not 
return to his people in a blaze of publicity; but quietly, gently, personally – he called Mary by name.  

It is worth honouring Mary Magdalene at this strange and disorienting Easter of 2020, when none of our 
customary ways of marking these Greatest of Days can occur. For in the tender meeting of Jesus with Mary 
we have a sure sign of how we might make our way through these days of suffering. 

Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead so as to show the world something marvellous and clever. His rising 
instead showed that suffering and death would no longer have the last word. Rather, that first word spoken 
to Mary and then repeated through the generations is a name, bearing hope and life for each whose name 
is called. Easter is a word that re-created the world. 

Christians have not been able to gather physically to participate in the Easter Ceremonies this year. Friends 
and family have not been free to socialise together. No shared leisure; no common activities; no sport. 
There are no public ways to mark this religious festival. Yet, that first word Jesus spoke at his resurrection – 
a name on the lips of God – he is now speaking into this storm that has engulfed us. Overwhelmed, 
disoriented and fearful as we might feel, a calm, clear and tender voice is calling our name. 

It is not a voice to magically whisk us away to comfort and security, nor a voice that pretends there is no 
storm to ride through. It is, rather, the voice of the Risen One, who has known suffering and death, and has 
tamed their power to overwhelm us. He stands with each of us, so that we need not stand alone. He calls 
each of us, so that we have a sure compass point. He walks with each of us to show the way through. 

Death does not have the last word any longer, even though it’s threat remains. Our lives – held in the heart 
of God and carried through death to life by his Son – have not been forgotten. We are remembered by God; 
he calls each of us by name. 

And as Jesus is calling us, he is also sending us to speak words of care, support and comfort into the lives 
of those around us, and into our #HomeChurch. He is the voice that speaks through those we are close to 
at this time – our children we are caring for, our leaders protecting the people, our healthcare workers 
serving in danger, our spouses and loved ones.

As we remember this Easter that the first word of the risen Jesus was the name ‘Mary’, may we hear our 
own names echo in that call. Let us hold onto this anchor in the storm we are currently living through. To 
borrow a colloquial phrase, Christ has our back, and we will be OK with him. 

Happy Easter.




