
WHAT IS  
HAPPENING 

ONLINE? 
 

- Sunday Mass  
10:30am  

 
- Rosary  
Mondays 
10:15am  

 
- Parish Zoom 

Meetings  
Wed 10:15am 

Thur 7pm

- Regular live 
stream 

reflections  

St Gerard’s 
Catholic Parish  
Dandenong North

Dear Parishioners,  
This Sunday we celebrate Mother’s Day. This will be another occasion that we will celebrate in 
unusual and difficult circumstances. I wish all mothers and grandmothers a very happy Mother’s 
Day. I pray that you may celebrate and be celebrated well. And I pray that you may know that 
your love, care, and sacrifice means so much.  
In the Gospel reading for this Sunday Jesus offers us beautifully comforting words. Gathered with 
His disciples at the Last Supper He reminds them to not let their hearts be troubled (John 14:1), 
knowing the struggles they would face in the near future. Jesus speaks these words to us too, 
especially when we face loss, confusion, and hardship. In times of difficulty may we remember that 
He assures us that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6). May we cling to Him. May 
He be source of unity in uncertain times.  
Speaking of these uncertain times, I have mentioned previously about my uncertainty about the 
idea of live streaming Masses. Trying to serve the parish in these strange days, a lot of things have 
been trial and error. I have struggled with the wisdom of encouraging the habit of the Mass being 
followed online. There are many reasons that I’ve questioned it, which I’ll explain in the coming 
via reflections in the coming days, but a statement from Cardinal Sarah certainly hit home this 
past week when he commented, “God is incarnated, he is flesh and blood, he is not a virtual 
reality.” So for the reasons I will endeavour to explain further I’ve decided to not stream the 
Mass daily for the time being (from Tuesday). This is an unusual time, and perhaps it’s not wise to 
rush into things without a lot of reflection, so this decision will be revisited again soon. I will 
certainly continue to work hard to keep everyone engaged with the parish, and build for the time 
that things start to go back to normal. Be assured of my continued prayers and care for you 
during this time.  
God bless,  
Fr Dean

10th May, 2020

“I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life.”  
John 14:6



SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 

By His death, Resurrection and Ascension, 
Jesus has gone ahead to prepare a place for 
us in His Father’s house.

His Father’s house is no longer a temple 
made by human hands. It is the spiritual 
house of the Church, built on the living 
stone of Christ’s body.

As Peter interprets the Scriptures in today’s 
Epistle, Jesus is the “stone” destined to be 
rejected by men but made the precious 
cornerstone of God’s dwelling on earth (see 
Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14; 28:16).

Each of us is called to be a living stone in 
God’s building (see 1 Corinthians 3:9, 16). In 
this edifice of the Spirit, we are to be “holy 
priests” offering up “spiritual sacrifices”—all 
our prayer, work, and intentions—to God.

This is our lofty calling as Christians. This is 
why Christ led us out of the darkness of sin 
and death as Moses led the Israelites from 
bondage in Egypt.

God’s covenant with Israel made them a 
royal and priestly people who were to 
announce His praises (see Exodus 19:6). By 
our faith in Christ’s new covenant, we have 
been made heirs of this chosen race, called 
to glorify the Father in the temple of our 
bodies (see 1 Corinthians 6:19–20; Romans 
12:1).

In today’s First Reading, we see the spiritual 
house of the Church being built up, as the 
Apostles consecrate seven deacons so they 
can devote themselves more fully to the 
“ministry of the Word.”

The Lord’s Word is upright and all His works 
trustworthy, we sing in today’s Psalm. So we 
can trust Jesus when He tells us never to be 
troubled, but to believe that His Word and 
works come from the Father.

His Word continues its work in the world 
through the Church. We see its beginnings 
today in Jerusalem. It is destined to spread 
with influence and power (see Acts 19:20), 
and to become the imperishable seed by 
which every heart is born anew (see 1 Peter 
1:23).

Scott Hahn

STAY CONNECTED 
 

WEBSITE
The best way to keep up to date with what’s happening 

around the parish is to visit:  
www.saintgerardparish.com 

___________________________________ 
 

PARISH ZOOM MEETINGS 
We’ll continue to have a couple of times a week to  

meet via Zoom.  
 

Simply copy and paste the 
links below in your web browser.  

 
Wednesday, 10:15am  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73382166868 
 

Thursday, 7pm  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76345319322

 
Get in touch if you need any assistance.  

___________________________________ 

COMBINED CATHOLIC PARISHES RAFFLE 
(message regarding the raffle, from Christina Liew)  

 

Due to the current restrictions imposed by the Victorian 
Government because of the Corona Virus pandemic, at a 

time when majority of returns are expected for most 
parishes/schools, we decided to apply to the Victorian 

Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation for an 
extension/postponement of the Sale Close, Draw and 

Publication of Winners dates for our 2020 Combined Raffle.  
New dates:  

Sale Closing Date:  11 September 2020
Draw Date:  26 September 2020 at 7.15 pm

Publication of Winners Date:  30 September 2020

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in  

the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.

http://www.saintgerardparish.com
http://www.saintgerardparish.com


Please remember to pray for… 
Our sick: Neil Biggins, Peter Lister, Ines Araujo,Giovanna 
McKercher,  Hercules Pillay, Kateri Byrnes, Victoria Briglia, 
William Issaeff, Karen Daniells, Myrline Hennequin, 
Annemarie Bonica, Joe Maranzo, Brian Edwards, Ninette 
Loos, Jim Powell  
The recently deceased: Frank Muleta  
 

Anniversaries that occur at this time: Maria 
Brasacchio & Jeanne Nella Healey

READINGS  
5th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
First Reading - Acts 6:1–7
 

Resp. Psalm - Psalm 33:1–2, 4–5, 18–19
 

Second Reading - 1 Peter 2:4–9

Gospel - John 14:1–12

MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday 11th May

Edna & Maisie De Kauwe  
(Anniversary of Death) 

Tuesday 12th May 
Jeanne Nella Healey (Remembrance) 

Wednesday 13th May 
Felisberto Araujo & Altino Araujo & Odete 

Jeronimo (Anniversary of Death) 

Thursday 14th May 
Birthday Thanksgiving 

Friday 15th May 
Abrahm Oravumkarayil  
(Anniversary of Death) 

Saturday 16th May 
Doris Pereira (Anniversary of Death) 

 
 

“What a joy to remember 
that she is our Mother. 

Since she loves us and 
knows our weaknesses, 

what have we to fear?” 
St Therese of Lisieux

Our Lady of Fatima - 13th May  
 

Fatima is one of the most significant of all Marian 
apparitions. Along with Guadalupe (Dec. 12) and Lourdes 

(Feb. 11), it is one of three Marian apparitions honored with 
a feast day. In 2002, Pope St. John Paul II added the May 13 

feast of Our Lady of Fatima to the general Roman calendar. 
May 13 was the day of the first Fatima apparition of 1917, 

and May 13, 1981, was the day when St. John Paul II 
survived an attempt on his life in St. Peter’s Square.

From Pope Francis for Mother’s Day 
I would like to send a dear greeting to all mothers, thanking them for their 

precious work in the upbringing of children and in guarding the value of the family. 
We also remember the mothers that look at us from Heaven and continue to 

watch over us with prayer. Our thought goes also to our heavenly Mother, whom 
we will celebrate, May 13, with the name Our Lady of Fatima.  

We entrust ourselves to Her to continue on our way with joy and generosity.  
- Pope Francis



A Prayer to St Joseph  

You were receptive to God working in 
your life. Help us by your prayers at this 

time of trial. You kept Jesus and Mary 
under your watchful care: may your 
prayers assist our local Church to 

respond to those in need.

You taught the Christ Child your trade 
and prayers: help us to follow his example 

of love.

You were part of God’s plan for all 
humanity:assist us to be vigilant and 

responsible this day.

You spent your life in service:
may we be mindful of others, particularly 

the elderly and vulnerable, caring for them 
in these difficult days.

You trusted in the clear primacy of God 
over all history and every situation: help 

us to grow in faith and pray to the Father, 
Thy will be done.

Amen

Message from Archbishop Peter  
Here you will find the latest message from our Archbishop  

https://youtu.be/dghIC4plYRU

VINNIES 
OUTREACH

Here you can view an 
interview with James 

Tudehope, the president 
of St Gerard’s Vinnies 

discussing what Vinnies 
is doing at this time  

https://
www.youtube.com/

watch?v=JqHh6Rf0WZI

ST GERARD’S CATHOLIC PARISH  
 

Parish Priest: Fr Dean Mathieson  
Parish Secretary: Sinthia Stellato  

 

Address:   71 Gladstone Rd, Dandenong North 
Phone:   9792 4422 

Email:   dandenongnorth@cam.org.au  
Website:   www.saintgerardparish.com 

Facebook:   facebook.com/saintgerardparish 
 

Office hours:  Tues-Friday 9:30am-1:30pm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=xPo2elIZ3HA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPo2elIZ3HA
https://youtu.be/dghIC4plYRU
https://youtu.be/dghIC4plYRU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqHh6Rf0WZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPo2elIZ3HA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqHh6Rf0WZI

