
WHAT IS  
HAPPENING 

ONLINE? 
 

- Daily Mass  
Mon-Sat 9:15am  

 
- Rosary  

Monday 10:15am  
 

- Parish Zoom 
Meetings  
Tues 7pm  

Wed 10:15am

St Gerard’s 
Catholic Parish  
Dandenong North

Dear Parishioners,

As we continue through this difficult time we trust that God continues to walk 
beside us, as He walked with the disciples on the road to Emmaus. This 
continues to be a time to reflect and deepen our faith. For those who might be 
feeling a little downcast, like those disciples in the this Sunday’s Gospel reading, I 
hope this quote from Pope Francis might be helpful, as he comments on the 
way that Jesus engages with the disciples on the road: “First of all, He asks and 
listens: our God is not an invading God. Although He already knows the reason 
of the disappointment of those two, He gives them the time to be able to 
fathom the depth of the bitterness that has befallen them. A confession issues 
from it that is a refrain of human existence: “We had hoped but . . .  We had 
hoped but . . .“ (v. 21). How much sadness, how many defeats, how many failures 
there are in the life of every person! But Jesus walks with all disheartened 
persons who walk with their head lowered. And, walking with them in a discreet 
way, He succeeds in giving them hope again.”

In an effort to give as many parishioners as possible a chance to engage, this 
week we will have Zoom video gatherings (on Tuesday night and Wednesday 
morning). Details are below.  
 

Please get in touch if you have any questions or if there’s anything you need.
 

God bless,  
Fr Dean

26th April, 2020

“And their eyes were 
opened and they  
recognised him.” 
  Luke 24:31



GOSEPL REFLECTION 

We should put ourselves in the shoes of the 
disciples in today’s Gospel. Downcast and 
confused, they’re making their way down the 
road, unable to understand all the things that 
have occurred.

They know what they’ve seen—a prophet 
mighty in word and deed. They know what 
they were hoping for—that He would be the 
redeemer of Israel. But they don’t know 
what to make of His violent death at the 
hands of their rulers.

They can’t even recognise Jesus as He draws 
near to walk with them. He seems like just 
another foreigner visiting Jerusalem for the 
Passover.

Note that Jesus doesn’t disclose His identity 
until they they describe how they found His 
tomb empty but “Him they did not see.” 
That’s how it is with us, too. Unless He 
revealed himself we would see only an 
empty tomb and a meaningless death.

How does Jesus make himself known at 
Emmaus? First, He interprets “all the 
Scriptures” as referring to Him. In today’s 
First Reading and Epistle, Peter also opens 
the Scriptures to proclaim the meaning of 
Christ’s death according to the Father’s “set 
plan”—foreknown before the foundation of 
the world.

Jesus is described as a new Moses and a new 
Passover lamb. He is the One of whom 
David sang in today’s Psalm—whose soul 
was not abandoned to corruption but was 
shown the path of life.

After opening the Scriptures, Jesus at table 
took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to 
the disciples—exactly what He did at the 
Last Supper (see Luke 22:14–20).

In every Eucharist, we reenact that Easte 
Sunday at Emmaus. Jesus reveals himself to 
us in our journey. He speaks to our hearts in 
the Scriptures. Then at the table of the altar, 
in the person of the priest, He breaks the 
bread.

The disciples begged him, “Stay with us.” So 
He does. Though He has vanished from our 
sight, in the Eucharist—as at Emmaus—we 
know Him in the breaking of the bread.  

Scott Hahn

STAY CONNECTED 
 

WEBSITE
The best way to keep up to date with what’s happening 

around the parish is to visit:  
www.saintgerardparish.com 

___________________________________ 
 

PARISH ZOOM MEETINGS 
This week, we’ll have a couple of times to  
meet via Zoom. Simply copy and paste the  

links below in your web browser.  
 

Tuesday, 7pm  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72409587896?

pwd=bG0zY29MVWdoSTNvTmV2WFE3NXNXZz09 
 

Wednesday 10:15am  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73067705670?

pwd=U1NZR01OYnFSaFVxdWtZL01EN2JIQT09
 

Get in touch if you need any assistance.  
___________________________________ 

 
MASS ONLINE 

Daily Mass will continue this week, but we are 
considering whether that is the most beneficial thing to 

do going forward.
___________________________________ 

EMAIL  
We will send regular emails in order to keep in touch.  
We are still trying to gather as many emails and phone 
numbers as possible. If you know of anyone who is not 

receiving any communication, please get in touch so that 
we can add them to the list.  

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in  

the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.

http://www.saintgerardparish.com
http://www.saintgerardparish.com


Please remember to pray for: 
Our sick:  
 Neil Biggins, Peter Lister, Ines Araujo,Giovanna 

McKercher,  Hercules Pillay, Kateri Byrnes, Victoria 
Briglia, William Issaeff, Karen Daniells, Myrline 
Hennequin, Annemarie Bonica, Joe Maranzo, 
Brian Edwards, Ninette Loos, Jim Powell

The recently deceased:  
 Franco Muleta, William Shi, Jeff Keyaerts

READINGS  
3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
First Reading - Acts 2:14a, 36-41
 
Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19  
 
Second Reading - 1 Peter 1:17-23  
 
Gospel - Luke 24:13-35

MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday 27th April  
Roland and Simone Valadon 

(Thanksgiving) 

Tuesday 28th April  
Matiasi Talo (Anniversary of Death) 

Wednesday 29th April  
Special Intention. 

Thursday 30th 
Suffering Souls in Purgatory 

Friday1st May  
Mary Curic (Anniversary of Death) 

 “In every age of the 
Church’s history the 

Eucharistic celebration,  
as the source and  

summit of her life 
and mission, shines  

forth in the liturgical  
rite in all its 

richness and variety.”  
 

   Pope Benedict XVI

Saint Catherine of Siena
Caterina Benincasa was born in Siena on March 25th 1347, 
the last of 25 children.

At the age of six, Catherine received her first vision, near 
the Church of San Domenico. In 1363, at just 15 years of age, 
Catherine donned the black cloak of the Dominican Tertiary 
sisters. In 1367 she began working tirelessly to help the sick 
at the hospital of Santa Maria della Scala.

As her fame spread throughout Christendom, during a visit 
to the city of Pisa Catherine received the stigmata from a 
wooden cross hanging in the Church of Santa Cristina. Her 
many travels abroad to act as mediator for the Papacy 
included a trip to Avignon, where she urged Pope Gregory 
to bring the Papal Court back to Rome from its exile in 
France.

In, at just 33, Catherine died in 1380 and in 1461 Pope Pius II 
proclaimed her saint. In 1970 Paul VI conferred the title of 
Doctor of the Universal Church on Catherine and in 1999 
she was proclaimed co-patron saint of Europe by Pope John 
Paul II.




