
WHAT IS  
HAPPENING 

ONLINE? 
 

- Daily Mass  
Mon-Sat 
9:15am  
 

- Rosary  
Mondays 
10:15am  

- Q & A 
Tuesdays  

 
- Parish Zoom 

Meetings  
Wed 10:15am 

Thur 7pm  

St Gerard’s 
Catholic Parish  
Dandenong North

Dear Parishioners,

As I send this we have reached the month of May. The 1st of May we celebrate the feast of St 
Joseph the Worker. This title of St Joseph the Worker was given by Pope Pius XII in 1955 to 
foster deep devotion to Saint Joseph among Catholics, and in response to the “May Day” 
celebrations for workers sponsored by Communists. The feast points to the dignity of human 
labour, participating in the creative work of God, and St Joseph is highlighted as a great example 
of the holiness of human work.

The month of May is also traditionally been a time to honour Our Lady in a special way. As Pope 
Paul VI said in his Encyclical on the Month of Mary, “During this month Christians, both in church 
and in the privacy of the home, offer up to Mary from their hearts an especially fervent and 
loving homage of prayer and veneration. In this month, too, the benefits of God's mercy come 
down to us from her throne in greater abundance”. Pope Francis has asked Catholics to make a 
special effort to pray the Rosary in May, uniting with believers around the world asking for 
Mary's intercession in stopping the coronavirus pandemic. He has also written two prayers to 
Mary that can be recited at the end of the Rosary, prayers he said he would be reciting "in 
spiritual union with all of you.”

This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday. We hear of the image of the sheep responding to the 
voice of the shepherd. it can be a reminder to us to not be distracted by other ‘voices’ that may 
lead us astray, but stay attentive and faithful to Christ, the Good Shepherd. This is also a time 
when we pray especially for our Pastors and pray for an increase of good vocations to the 
Priesthood and Religious life.

Finally, we started gathering for Zoom video meetings this past week and will continue to make 
this in the coming weeks. All parishioners who are able are welcome to join for a discussion or 
to simply listen in.

God bless,  
Fr Dean

3rd May, 2020

“I have come 
so that they may  
have life and have  
it to the full.”  
 

John 10:10 GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY



GOSEPL REFLECTION 

Easter’s empty tomb is a call to conversion.

By this tomb, we should know for certain 
that God has made Jesus both Lord and 
Messiah, as Peter preaches in today’s First 
Reading.

He is the “Lord,” the divine Son that David 
foresaw at God’s right hand (see Psalms 3; 
110:1; 132:10–11; and Acts 2:34). And He is 
the Messiah that God had promised to 
shepherd the scattered flock of the house of 
Israel (see Ezekiel 34:11–14, 23; 37:24).

As we hear in today’s Gospel, Jesus is that 
Good Shepherd, sent to a people who were 
like sheep without a shepherd (see Mark 
6:34; Numbers 27:16–17). He calls not only 
to the children of Israel, but to all those far 
off from Him—to whomever the Lord 
wishes to hear His voice.

The call of the Good Shepherd leads to the 
restful waters of Baptism, to the anointing 
oil of Confirmation, and to the table and 
overflowing cup of the Eucharist, as we sing 
in today’s Psalm.

Again on this Sunday in Easter, we hear His 
voice calling us His own. He should awaken 
in us the response of those who heard 
Peter’s preaching. “What are we to do?” they 
cried.

We have been baptised. But each of us goes 
astray like sheep, as we hear in today’s 
Epistle. We still need daily to repent, to seek 
forgiveness of our sins, to separate ourselves 
further from this corrupt generation.

We are called to follow in the footsteps of 
the Shepherd of our souls. By His suffering 
He bore our sins in His body to free us from 
sin. But His suffering is also an example for 
us. From Him we should learn patience in 
our afflictions, to hand ourselves over to the 
will of God.

Jesus has gone ahead, driven us through the 
dark valley of evil and death. His Cross has 
become the narrow gate through which we 
must pass to reach His empty tomb—the 
verdant pastures of life abundant.  

Scott Hahn

STAY CONNECTED 
 

WEBSITE
The best way to keep up to date with what’s happening 

around the parish is to visit:  
www.saintgerardparish.com 

___________________________________ 
 

PARISH ZOOM MEETINGS 
We’ll continue to have a couple of times a week to  

meet via Zoom. We started with sessions last week, and 
it was great to be able to chat, especially for those who 

hadn’t seen each other for a while.  
 

Simply copy and paste the 
links below in your web browser.  

 
Wednesday, 10:15am  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71691826646?
pwd=TFFZcjFhb040c2lPeTI3NksySytNZz09 

 
Thursday 7pm  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77725410045?
pwd=OUwrc0VYZW1xUjZ3eUR2SWtqUHBzUT09

 
Get in touch if you need any assistance.  

___________________________________ 
 

EMAIL  
We will send regular emails in order to keep in touch.  
We are still trying to gather as many emails and phone 
numbers as possible. If you know of anyone who is not 

receiving any communication, please get in touch so that 
we can add them to the list.  

 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in  

the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.

Amen.

http://www.saintgerardparish.com
http://www.saintgerardparish.com


Please remember to pray for… 
Our sick: Neil Biggins, Peter Lister, Ines Araujo,Giovanna 
McKercher,  Hercules Pillay, Kateri Byrnes, Victoria Briglia, 
William Issaeff, Karen Daniells, Myrline Hennequin, 
Annemarie Bonica, Joe Maranzo, Brian Edwards, Ninette 
Loos, Jim Powell
The recently deceased: Franco Muleta, William Shi, Jeff 
Keyaerts 
Anniversaries that occur at this time: Maria 
Brasacchio, Ioane Matiasi, Mark Payton, Violet Theresa, 

READINGS  
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
First Reading - Acts 2:14,36-41  
 
Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 22(23)  
 
Second Reading - 1 Peter 2:20-25  
 
Gospel - John 10:1-10

MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday 4 May   

Frank, Sandy & Mel Hayman - 
Thanksgiving 

Tuesday 5 May  
Ioane Matiasi - Anniversary of Death 

Wednesday 6 May 
Olga Kroon - Recently Deceased 

Thursday 7 May 
Special Intention 

Friday 8 May 
Bill & Betty Hill- Anniversary of Death 

Saturday 9 May 
Sandy Hayman - Thanksgiving 

 

“Always live under 
the eyes of the 
Good Shepherd 
and you will  walk 
unharmed through 
evil pastures.” 
St Padre Pio

Pope urges families to pray Rosary 
together during month of May 

 

Noting that May is traditionally the month "when the 
people of God express with particular intensity their love 
and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary," Pope Francis is 
calling the faithful to pray the Rosary faithfully, either 
individually or as a family. 
Recognising the lock-down orders that much of the world 
has been coping with due to the pandemic, in a letter from 
25 April, the Pope stressed the importance of family in 
times like these. "The restrictions of the pandemic have 
made us come to appreciate all the more this 'family' 
aspect, also from a spiritual point of view. For this reason I 
want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of 
praying the Rosary at home in the month of May."  
“Contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary 
our Mother will make us even more united as a spiritual 
family and will help us overcome this time of trial,”  
 
You can read the complete text of the Pope’s letter at:  
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/letter-
on-the-month-of-may-full-text.html  

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/letter-on-the-month-of-may-full-text.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/letter-on-the-month-of-may-full-text.html


A Prayer to St Joseph  

You were receptive to God working in 
your life. Help us by your prayers at this 

time of trial. You kept Jesus and Mary 
under your watchful care: may your 
prayers assist our local Church to 

respond to those in need.

You taught the Christ Child your trade 
and prayers: help us to follow his example 

of love.

You were part of God’s plan for all 
humanity:assist us to be vigilant and 

responsible this day.

You spent your life in service:
may we be mindful of others, particularly 

the elderly and vulnerable, caring for them 
in these difficult days.

You trusted in the clear primacy of God 
over all history and every situation: help 

us to grow in faith and pray to the Father, 
Thy will be done.

Amen

Message from 
Archbishop Peter  

 
At this link you’ll be 

able to view a 
message from our 

Archbishop 
https://youtu.be/
vD0-bmXiVpM

VINNIES OUTREACH  

During this difficult time the 
Vinnies team at St Gerard’s, 

along with nearby groups are 
continuing to do great work.  

Next week, we’ll share a video 
chatting with James Tudehope, 
the president of St Gerard’s 

Vinnies branch.

https://youtu.be/vD0-bmXiVpM
https://youtu.be/vD0-bmXiVpM

