
WHAT IS  HAPPENING ONLINE?  

- Mass each Sunday, 10:30am  

- Gospel Reflection group (starting soon) 

- Stations of the Cross, Friday 7pm  

- Daily Mass (to be confirmed)

St Gerard’s  
Catholic Parish  
Dandenong North

FAREWELL FROM FR DENTON 
To the dear Parishioners of St Gerard’s,  

It’s with a heavy heart that the time has come to say farewell. Leaving a parish is difficult in the best of circumstances. In the 
midst of the present crisis, it constitutes a real cross. Could any of us have imagined as we began this year that all public 
Masses and Sacraments across the country would cease; that even the doors of St Gerard’s would remain locked? Last year 
we saw the great cathedral of Notre Dame, Paris, roaring in flames. Today we can see images of St Peter’s square empty, 
save for the pigeons. It’s becoming more surreal by the day. The world has always been rocked by plagues, wars and 
revolutions but what we see happening around the world is unprecedented – the systematic shutting down of our society, 
and more disturbing still, the shutting down of the liturgical life of the Church. The heart of man was created to adore God. 
Yet, presently, the faithful are deprived of the privilege of worshipping God in the most perfect act of homage that we can 
render to the Trinity in this life: the Heavenly Liturgy of the Catholic Mass. The souls of the faithful grow faint with hunger 
for Our Eucharistic Lord. Our hearts break for such a loss!
 

Against this backdrop, cut off from the normal contact with parishioners, I now have to leave St Gerard’s, disappearing into 
the twilight, or so it seems! There are so many individuals and families I would have loved to thank in person. As inadequate 
as it seems to try to commit to a mere few lines, from my heart I wish to thank all the wonderful parishioners who made 
me feel so at home. My time at St Gerard’s these past two years and three months has been a real grace from heaven – a 
time of personal and spiritual growth in living out the gift of my priesthood. I’ve been so edified by your devotion and 
hunger for spiritual nourishment, your love of the sacred liturgy and the sacraments. In particular, your love and reverence 
for your priests is genuinely unique, and evidently borne of your love for Christ, Our High Priest. May Christ bless you for 
seeking to honour Him in us, your unworthy servants. Thanks to those who kindly dropped off letters and cards: I’ve been 
touched by your sentiments and humbled by your generosity. It’s my hope that once the present crisis has passed (which it 
will!) I can return for a proper farewell.  

Let me conclude by saying: St Gerard’s is a very special parish. It is a spiritual oasis in the desert of our pagan culture; a 
parish church whose doors are (normally) always open, and in which one can (normally) always find the faithful on their 
knees before God in prayer. Would that it were so in every parish. I pray and hope that God will continue to protect this 
parish from the encroaching spirit of worldliness and paganism that has infected so much of the Church like a plague – the 
desire to please men, rather than God. May Christ who is our true Shepherd, keep your faith pure, your hope buoyant, and 
your charity fervent. Until we meet again, may God bless you all and keep you in his watchful care.  

I remain yours in Christ our High Priest,
Fr Francis Denton
Assistant priest of St Gerard’s

 

“I am the resurrection and the life.  
If anyone believes in me,even though he dies he will live, 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?”  
(Jn 11:25-26)

29th March, 2019



GOSPEL REFLECTION 

As we draw near to the end of Lent, today’s 
Gospel clearly has Jesus’ passion and death in 
view.

That’s why John gives us the detail about 
Lazarus’ sister, Mary—that she is the one who 
anointed the Lord for burial (see John 12:3, 7). 
His disciples warn against returning to Judea; 
Thomas even predicts they will “die with Him” if 
they go back.

When Lazarus is raised, John notices the 
tombstone being taken away, as well as Lazarus’ 
burial cloths and head covering—all details he 
later notices with Jesus’ empty tomb (see John 
20:1, 6, 7).

Like the blind man in last week’s readings, 
Lazarus represents all humanity. He stands for 
“dead man”—for all those Jesus loves and wants 
to liberate from the bands of sin and death.

John even recalls the blind man in his account 
today (see John 11:37). Like the man’s birth in 
blindness, Lazarus’ death is used by Jesus to 
reveal “the glory of God” (see John 9:3). And 
again like last week, Jesus’ words and deeds give 
sight to those who believe (see John 11:40).

If we believe, we will see—that Jesus loves each 
of us as He loved Lazarus, that He calls us out 
of death and into new life.

By His Resurrection Jesus has fulfilled Ezekiel’s 
promise in today’s First Reading. He has opened 
the graves that we may rise, put His Spirit in us 
that we may live. This is the Spirit that Paul 
writes of in today’s Epistle. The same Spirit that 
raised Jesus from the dead will give life to we 
who were once dead in sin.

Faith is the key. If we believe as Martha does in 
today’s Gospel—that Jesus is the resurrection 
and the life—even if we die, we will live.

“I have promised and I will do it,” the Father 
assures us in the First Reading. We must trust in 
His word, as we sing in today’s Psalm—that with 
Him is forgiveness and salvation.  
 

Scott Hahn

STAY CONNECTED 
 

WEBSITE
The best way to keep up to date with what’s 

happening around the parish, please visit:  
www.saintgerardparish.com 

 
MASS ONLINE 

We will continue to stream Sunday Mass online, 10:30am.  
We hope to start filming daily Mass too as soon as possible. 

 
ONLINE PRAYER GROUP  

We have plans to organise online gatherings for Gospel 
reflections etc. You can register your interest on the website 

and we’ll send you details.

EMAIL  
We will send regular emails in order to keep in touch.  
We are still trying to gather as many emails and phone 
numbers as possible. If you know of anyone who is not 

receiving any communication, please get in touch so that we 
can add people to the list.

GENERAL GUIDELINES  
You can keep up to date with the general guidelines 

from the Archdiocese here:  
https://www.cam.org.au/Guidance-for-Parishes-COVID-19

What is an Act of Spiritual Communion?
Catholics have long been encouraged to partake in the 

practice of “spiritual communion” if they are unable to receive 
the Eucharist for a particular reason (for instance – being 

homebound). In making an Act of Spiritual Communion we ask 
the Lord to give us the graces that would come to us if we 
were able to receive Him sacramentally. Reciting the prayer 

written by St. Alphonsus Liguori below is simple and common 
way of making an Act of Spiritual Communion.

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in  

the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

http://www.saintgerardparish.com
http://www.saintgerardparish.com
https://www.cam.org.au/Guidance-for-Parishes-COVID-19
https://www.cam.org.au/Guidance-for-Parishes-COVID-19


First reading - Ezekiel 37:12-14 
The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, 
and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and 
raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle 
you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is the Lord who speaks.
 
Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 129(130) 

Second reading - Romans 8:8-11 
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, 
are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless 
you possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is 
because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and if the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give 
life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.

Gospel Acclamation Jn11:25, 26 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ!
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;
whoever believes in me will never die.
Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

Gospel - John 11:1-45 
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, 
and he was ill. It was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord with 
ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is 
ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it 
the Son of God will be glorified.’
  Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he 
was for two more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not 
long since the Jews wanted to stone you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied:
‘Are there not twelve hours in the day?
A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling
because he has the light of this world to see by;
but if he walks at night he stumbles,
because there is no light to guide him.’
He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The disciples said to him, 
‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to the death of Lazarus, 
but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am 
glad I was not there because now you will believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – 
said to the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’
  On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. Bethany is only about two 
miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their 
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. 
Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that, even now, 
whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I 
know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said:
‘I am the resurrection and the life.
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live,
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.
Do you believe this?’
‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come into this 
world.’



Please remember to pray for: 
 
Our sick:  
Neil Biggins, Peter Lister, Ines Araujo,Giovanna McKercher,  
Hercules Pillay, Kateri Byrnes, Victoria Briglia, William Issaeff, Karen Daniells, 
Myrline Hennequin, Annemarie Bonica, Joe Maranzo, Brian Edwards,  
Ninette Loos, Jim Powell
 
The recently deceased:  
Brigida Cardamone, Maria Jeronimo, Grazia Gangemi

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is here and 
wants to see you.’ Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the 
village; he was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were in the house 
sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, they followed her, thinking that she was going 
to the tomb to weep there.
  Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, 
Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They 
said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were some 
who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still 
sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone 
away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told 
you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his 
eyes and said:
‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer.
I knew indeed that you always hear me,
but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me,
so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet 
and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go 
free.’
Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him.

MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday 28th March  
Nelly Maugendre  
Denise Pélicier

Sunday 29 March
8.30am Mass (Edward Dias RIP

10.30am Mass (Pro Populo)

Monday 30 March  
Liah Clark’s intentions &

birthday Thanksgiving 

Wednesday 1 April
Souls in Purgatory

Thursday 2 April
Michele Martyn RIP

Friday 3 April
Michele Martyn RIP

May Francis Tirimanne RIP

Saturday 4 April
Kenneth Joseph Rodrigues RIP

Sunday 5 April (Passion Sunday)
Harold Scanlon RIP

The Lord asks us and, in the midst of our 
tempest, invites us to reawaken and put 

into practice that solidarity and hope 
capable of giving strength, support and 

meaning to these hours when everything 
seems to be floundering. The Lord awakens 

so as to reawaken and revive our Easter 
faith. We have an anchor: by his cross we 

have been saved. We have a rudder: by his 
cross we have been redeemed. We have a 

hope: by his cross we have been healed 
and embraced so that nothing and no one 
can separate us from his redeeming love.  

Pope Francis (Urbi et Orbi, 27 March, 2020)  




